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Water Resources 

The Division of Water Resources, with central offices in Raleigh and seven regional offices located across 
the state, ensures safe drinking water in accordance with federal requirements, issues pollution control 
permits, monitors permit compliance, evaluates environmental water quantity and quality, and carries              
out enforcement actions for violations of environmental regulations. The division's administrative staff               
and five sections (Public Water Supply, Water Planning, Water Quality Permitting, Water Quality Regional 
Operations and Water Sciences) administer the laws, policies and rules established by the U.S 
Environmental Protection Agency, the state's Environmental Management Commission and the N.C. 
General Assembly, the state legislative body. 

 The key driver to the communities that comprise the Catawba-Wateree Water Management Group is the 
recognition that if we keep dealing with water in the same manner that we have done historically, we will 
not be able to meet anticipated needs. Realizing this fact led to the formation of the CWWMG with the 
mission of addressing the needs of the Catawba-Wateree Basin. Incorporated in late 2007, this 501(c)(3) 
non-profit group came out of the three and one-half year stakeholder process associated with Duke 
Energy’s re-licensing of the Catawba-Wateree Hydro Project, part of a Comprehensive Re-licensing 
Agreement (CRA) that defines how the basin will be managed for the next 40 to 50 years.  The CWWMG 
has 19 members; one member representing each of the 18 public water utilities in North and South 
Carolina which operate water intakes on either a reservoir in the Catawba-Wateree Hydroelectric Project or 
on the main stem of the river, and one member representing Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (Duke Energy). 
CWWMG members meet regularly to formulate strategies and projects to help understand and address the 
basin’s water challenges.  The CWWMG is funded by dues from voluntary members representing Duke 
Energy and the large water suppliers that use storage in the eleven lake Catawba-Wateree Project system. 

 

The Yadkin Pee Dee River Basin is North Carolina’s second largest basin, including 5,862 stream miles and 
22,988 lake acres, and spanning 21 counties and 93 municipalities. The River Basin covers approximately 
7,221 square miles of North Carolina. The current population within the basin is about 1.6 million, with an 
average population density of 222 persons per square mile.  

 Formed in 1928, NC AWWA-WEA is a volunteer association operating jointly under one Board of Trustees 
as a Section of the American Water Works Association (AWWA) and a Member Association (MA) of the 
Water Environment Federation (WEF). The NC AWWA-WEA is dedicated to providing water and waste 
water education, training, and service in an effort to protect public health and the environment.  We have 
over 3,000 members in North Carolina representing municipal and private utilities, consulting engineering 
firms, government agencies, companies who provide equipment and supplies to the industry and 
representatives of academia who teach and conduct research in water and wastewater-related areas. 

 Established in 1881, the American Water Works Association is the largest nonprofit, scientific and 
educational association dedicated to managing and treating water, the world’s most important resource. 
With approximately 50,000 members, AWWA provides solutions to improve public health, protect the 
environment, strengthen the economy and enhance our quality of life. 

 The Water Environment Federation (WEF) is a not-for-profit technical and educational organization 
of 33,000 individual members and 75 affiliated Member Associations representing water quality 
professionals around the world. Since 1928, WEF and its members have protected public health and the 
environment. As a global water sector leader, our mission is to connect water professionals; enrich the 
expertise of water professionals; increase the awareness of the impact and value of water; and provide                 
a platform for water sector innovation.  Previously called the Federation of Sewage Works Associations 
(1928), the Federation of Sewage and Industrial Wastes Associations (1950), and the Water Pollution 
Control Federation (1960); the name was changed to the Water Environment Federation in 1991 to                 
reflect an expanded focus of non-point and point sources of pollution.  

 

Established in 1976, the North Carolina Rural Water Association, Inc® (NCRWA) is a member-owned, non-
profit, trade association based in Welcome, North Carolina. Originally formed to be the collective voice of 
the water and wastewater systems across the state, NCRWA has played an active role in state and federal 
advocacy for nearly the past 4 decades. In addition to advocating on behalf of our member utilities, NCRWA 
is also a leader in onsite technical assistance,  source water and wellhead protection planning, and training 
for professionals across the industry.  NCRWA is governed by a 15-person, member-elected Board of 
Directors with day-to-day operations being managed by the Executive Director. Approximately 20 staff 
members work each day to provide our members with the resources they need. 

http://yadkinriverkeeper.org/
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http://www.ncsafewater.org/
http://www.awwa.org/
http://www.wef.org/

