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CITYOF STATESVILLE COUNCIL MEETING – November 2, 2009 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 7:00 P.M. 
STATESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 
 
Mayor Costi Kutteh presiding: 
 
Council Present: M Johnson, J Johnson, Steele, Matthews, Gregory, 

Eisele, Huggins, Stallard 
 
Staff Present: Hites, Smyth, Pressley, Currier, Hutchens, Cornelison, 

Salmon, Gaines, Anderson, Stephens, Watts, 
Weatherman, Davis 

 
Media Present: J McNally – Record & Landmark  
   D Visor, Charlotte Observer 
 
Visitors:  23 
 
 Invocation 
 
The invocation was given by the Deputy City Clerk and was followed by Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
 

Recognition of Class of 2009 Statesville 101 participants 
 
Mayor Kutteh recognized the dedication and commitment of members of the 
2009 Statesville 101 participants.  The program was seven weeks long and 
during the course of the program every City department head spoke to 
participants at one time or another.  Mayor Kutteh commended the efforts of not 
only the participants but former Councilmember Jim Lawton who serves as 
course moderator, Nancy Davis who facilitates the course and City staff who 
work to make the sessions interesting and informative.  Each graduate was 
presented with a certificate of completion by the Mayor. 
 
V CONSENT AGENDA – All items below are considered to be routine 

by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be 
no separate discussion on these items unless a Council member so 
requests, in which event, the item will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered with the other items listed in the Regular 
Agenda. 

 



A. Approve minutes of the pre-agenda meeting of October 15, 2009, 
and Council meeting of October 19, 2009.   
 

B.  Second reading of an ordinance to annex the Larkin Phase II 
Properties located on the east side of the primary municipal 
limits. 

 
C. Second reading of an ordinance condemning 1405 Winston 

Avenue as unfit for human occupancy.  
 
D. Consider approval of non-capital purchase in the Police 

Department. 
 
E. The Downtown Statesville Development Corporation (DSDC) 

requests permission to temporarily close the City parking lot on 
East Broad Street, between Nu-Way Shoes and the Clock Tower 
Building, on Friday, December 11th, between 3:30 p.m. and 10:00  
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p.m. in order to provide kids inflatable rides during its annual 
Downtown Holiday Open House event.  

 
F. The Downtown Statesville Development Corporation (DSDC) 

requests permission to temporarily close North Meeting Street, 
between West Broad Street and Tunxis Place, on Friday, 
December 11th, between 1:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. in order to host 
its annual Downtown Holiday Open House event.   

 
G. Receive and concur with the financial report of the Statesville 

Convention and Visitors Bureau as of September 30, 2009. 
 
H. Consider adoption of a Resolution and approval of a 

Municipal Agreement authorizing NC DOT to conduct an 
inspection of the bridges on City streets  
 

I. Approve BA# 19 in the Recreation Department budget to fund 
improvements at the Grace Park site. 

J. Consider purchase of a Street Sweeper for Public Works. 
 
K. Consider purchase of a Rear Load Refuse Truck using the 

“Piggyback Statute”. 

L. The City of Statesville is expected to receive a check for  
$ 5,584.00 from the Office of Justice Programs/Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership. This is reimbursement funds provided to the City for 
recently purchased body armor. I request that the check for  



$ 5,584.00 be added back into the Police Department’s “Uniform” 
budget and the approval of BA#18.  

 
M. Appropriate insurance proceeds to repair 2001 Chevrolet Impala 

and approve BA#__20_ for expenditure of funds.  
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Eisele, seconded by Councilmember 
Gregory, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
VI Consider approval of a resolution honoring Dale Wilson, 2009 

National Disabled Veteran of the Year 
 
During the preagenda meeting of October 30, 2009, Mayor Kutteh explained 
Council adopted a resolution in honor of Mr. Dale Wilson.  Mr. Wilson was named 
the 2009 National Disabled Veteran of the Year and in service to his Country, 
became a triple amputee.  The story of his life is unparalleled stated Mayor Kutteh 
and had he done nothing else his life would have been exceptional but he has 
chosen to use his tragedy as a catalyst for an exemplary life in which he continues 
to give to the community.  Mayor Kutteh read the resolution honoring Mr. Wilson 
and after expressing his appreciation, Mr. Wilson returned to his seat with a 
standing ovation. 
 
VII Consider passing the first reading of an ordinance amending 

Chapter 12, Article V, Division 1, of the City of Statesville Municipal 
Code to prohibit parking at all times on the north side of West End 
Avenue between Mulberry Street and Race Street 

 
Captain M. Watts explained that on West End Avenue cars are being forced into 
the opposing lane of traffic to avoid vehicles parked in the street on West End 
Avenue and homeowners in the area cannot see to pull out of their driveways  
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without pulling into the lane of traffic.  These problems are concentrated on West 
End Avenue between Mulberry Street and Race Street. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Stallard, seconded by Councilmember , 
Eisele, first reading of the ordinance was unanimously approved. 
 
VIII Second reading of an ordinance regarding the condemnation of 621 

W Sharpe Street, Iredell County Pin #4734-73-9593, to close and 
vacate, as unfit for human occupancy.  

 



David Currier advised the tax office indicated the property owner has paid seven 
of the nine years of past due taxes and has signed a payment agreement to pay 
the final two years.  Additionally, there are several agencies working with the 
owner to bring this house into compliance with minimum housing codes, 
including the Boy Scout troop that was at the last Council meeting.  Mayor 
inquired if Currier has spoken directly with any of these groups and Currier 
replied he personally had not but thought that Councilmember Eisele has spoken 
with the Scouts.  Councilmember Eisele acknowledged she has spoken with the 
Scout leader.  Due to the potential for progress on repairs, Currier recommended 
second reading of the ordinance be tabled at this time.  Mayor Kutteh asked that 
if Council chose to table second reading of the ordinance, an update on the 
status of the house be provided at the first meeting in December. 
 
Councilmember J. Johnson moved to table second reading of the 
ordinance, was seconded by Councilmember Eisele and the motion was 
unanimously approved. 
  
IX Conduct a public hearing and consider passing of the first reading of an 

ordinance to annex the GS Statesville Green Land property to the east 
of North Barkley Road and north of East Barkley Road. 

 
The property being considered for annexation is located to the east of North 
Barkley Road and north of East Barkley Road.  The subject property is 
approximately .063 acres in size and encompasses Iredell County Parcel 
Identification Number (PIN’s) 4743-95-9768.  The developer of the property is 
proposing to develop the property as part of a mixed use development and is 
requesting that the property be rezoned to a complimentary City of Statesville 
zoning district.  The subject property is contiguous to the current primary 
municipal limits of the City of Statesville.   Therefore, this request is being 
processed as a voluntary contiguous annexation. 
 
Mayor Kutteh opened the public hearing and asked for anyone wishing to speak 
against or in favor of the proposed annexation.  No one asked to speak and the 
public hearing was closed. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Huggins, seconded by Councilmember 
Stallard, first reading of ordinance to annex the GS Statesville Green Land 
Property to the east of North Barkley Road and north of East Barkley Road 
was unanimously approved. 
 
X Conduct a public hearing and consider approving the first reading of 

an ordinance concerning the condemnation of 402 Newton Drive as 
unfit for human occupancy. 

 
This property is owned by the heirs of Katie P. Lowery, Sherry Moore and Trevis 
Evette Blair. The property has been sitting for a number of years. No one has 



lived in the house since Ms. Lowery passed away. Sherry Moore is her niece and 
has stated the city could have the property. She did not come to the hearings. 
Trevis E. Blair is Sherry Moore’s daughter, she is incarcerated. There have been 
numerous complaints about this property. There were so many judgments that it  
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took a very long time to serve everyone. 

 
The structure violates city minimum housing code standards in several ways.  
The house has been sitting empty for quite some time and the yard is so 
overgrown you can hardly get to the house. The house is in a dangerous and 
unsafe state as the roof and floors are fallen in. There are numerous violations of 
the City’s Minimum Housing Code.  

 
Repair costs would exceed $21,350.00 and the tax value of house is $23,620.00.  
As the repair costs exceed fifty percent of the existing value of the house, it 
meets the legal requirements for demolition. 2008 Real Estate Taxes are due in 
the amount of $83.48. 
 
Mayor Kutteh opened a public hearing by asking for anyone wishing to speak 
against or in support of demolition of the structure.  There was no one present 
wishing to speak on the manner.  The public hearing was closed. 
 
Councilmember Gregory asked if the City chose to demolish the structure and 
there were other liens on the property, what position is the City in to collect our 
lien.  Currier answered that tax liens by governmental agencies take a number 
one position and he thinks the demolition lien would have the same priority.   
Attorney Gaines confirmed this information.   
 
Councilmember Eisele, seconded by Councilmember Stallard moved to 
approve first reading of ordinance to condemn the structure at 402 Newton 
Drive as unfit for human occupancy and the motion was unanimously 
approved. 
  
XI Conduct a public hearing and consider approving the first reading of 

an ordinance concerning the condemnation of 1302 7th Street as unfit 
for human occupancy. 

 
This property is owned by Larry Gene Horton, Patty Befort and Kathy Vandiver. 
No one has lived in this house for a number of years. Jason Hubbard has been 
mowing the grass for years since his wife is a relative to the deceased owner. 
They would never sell the property but are tired of keeping it up.  I spoke with 
Kathy Vandiver and she agreed that the house needed to be demolished.  No 
one showed up for the hearing.  

 
There are broken windows in the house. Screens are missing. The roof leaks and 



needs to be redone. There are holes in the floor making it unsafe to be in the 
house. Electrical fixtures are missing and loose wires are showing. The meter on 
the outside of the structure has been taken and has not been covered up. The 
plumbing needs to be redone. There are holes in the foundation with no vents. 
There is no heating source in the house. There is no hot water heater in the 
house. The outbuilding has structure damages to the roof. There are other 
violations of the minimum housing code. 

 
Repair costs would exceed $20,200.00 and the tax value of house is $15,220.00.  
As the repair costs exceed fifty percent of the existing value of the house, it 
meets the legal requirements for demolition. 2004-2008 Real Estate Taxes are 
due in the amount of $1,166.76. 
 
Mayor Kutteh opened the public hearing regarding the matter and asked for 
speakers against or in support of the ordinance to condemn and there were no 
speakers.  The public hearing was closed. 
 
Councilmember Steele asked for clarification that the owner would never sell but 
did not want to continue maintenance of the property.  Currier confirmed the 
statement. 
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Upon a motion by Councilmember Steele, seconded by Councilmember J. 
Johnson, the first reading of ordinance to condemn the structure at 1302 
7th Street as unfit for human occupancy was unanimously approved. 
  
XII Consider approving site plan for P09-06 Employment Security 

Commission located at 133 Island Ford Road; Tax Map 4725-40-6120 
 
The site is located at 133 Island Ford Road. The property for the Employment 
Security Commission contains approximately 1.193 acres and is zoned B-4.  The 
Employment Security Commission office building is proposed to be 8,000 square 
feet with 80 parking spaces being provided.  The required 25 ft. buffer along the rear 
of the site was reduced to 8 ft. with a continuous screen of plantings. This is the 
result of possible land use changes in this area based on previous rezonings.  

The building will front and have access on Island Ford Road. Thirty feet of right-of-
way will be dedicated for Island Ford Road to comply with the Thoroughfare Plan. 
The new building also complies with the new Design Standards for commercial 
buildings and the colored elevations have been provided for your review.  

The TRC reviewed and approved the site plan on September 24, 2009 contingent 
upon receiving copy of driveway permit (may require realigning), right-of-way 
dedication being shown and recorded before a CO, riser diagrams and load 
information provided to the electric department, parking isle widths corrected to 24 ft. 
and the addition of a parking lot tree at front corner of building. All the changes have 
been made with the exception of the driveway permit and recordation of the right-of-



way. In addition, the developer is requesting fee in lieu of for the curb, gutter and 
sidewalk. Otherwise, the site is in compliance with the City’s development regulations 
and staff would recommend approval contingent upon a copy of the driveway permit 
being provided before the zoning clearance is released and the recordation of the 
right-of-way prior to the CO. 

Councilmember Steele asked if the developer was seeking payment in lieu of 
curb, gutter and sidewalk because the current development does not have these 
amenities.  Currier replied that he thought that was the reason and based on 
previous similar situations, the City seemed to favor this option and having the 
amenities placed at one time as a single project rather than trying to tie together 
several different projects as land develops.  Mayor Kutteh inquired if the payment 
amount has been calculated and Currier replied that he thought it had but he did 
not know the amount of the required payment.  Currier confirmed for 
Councilmember Stallard that the building is of all brick construction. 
 
Relative to the right of way dedication, Councilmember M. Johnson asked Currier 
if the dedication would in any way encroach upon the parking spaces and Currier 
stated it would not although landscaping will be allowed in the dedicated area.  
Currier indicated the parking spaces will abut the newly dedicated right of way.  
Councilmember Huggins asked if Currier knew when Island Ford Road is 
scheduled for widening based on the Thoroughfare Plan.  Currier explained that 
although the right of way dedication is a part of the Thoroughfare Plan, it is not 
on the current TIP for funding and it will likely be a long time before any widening 
of Island Ford Road will occur. 
 
In response to Mayor Kutteh’s inquiry, Currier confirmed the property is currently 
within the City limits and the building will be leased from a private owner by the 
Employment Security Commission.  Based on current plans, ESC will have an 
eight year lease on the building with a renewable option so the property will be 
subject to taxes.  Manager Hites asked Currier to confirm that system 
development fees would apply and Currier advised to the best of his knowledge, 
they would. 
 
In further discussion regarding the sidewalk, Councilmember M. Johnson noted 
that if sidewalk is put adjacent to a State right of way without curb and gutter, it  
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would have to be placed on private property and would then encroach on the 
parking spaces for the facility.  If payment in lieu is accepted and sidewalk is put 
in when the curb and gutter is in place, the sidewalk will back up to the property 
line and will not cause a problem with parking. 
 
Councilmember Stallard, seconded by Councilmember Steele moved to 
approve the site plan for the Employment Security Commission site at 133 
Island Ford Road, approve payment is lieu of curb, gutter and sidewalk, 



and to assess appropriate system development fees on the project.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
XIII To reclassify one (1) Police Officer position, pay grade 15, to the rank 

of Gang Intelligence Investigator, pay grade 17. 
 
The recently established Gang Intelligence Officer (GIO) position at the 
Statesville Police Department was developed as a component of the Statesville / 
Iredell Gang Initiative (SIGI) via the NC Governor’s Crime Commission (GCC).  
The GCC funded the hiring of a new Police Officer, including salary and benefits 
at 75% reimbursement (only a 12½%, or $5,902, cash match was required) 
provided we dedicate an existing officer to the GIO position.  The GIO is currently 
at pay grade 15, in line with that of a standard Police Officer.   
 
But as the performance of our current GIO has proven and the attached job 
descriptions (See “Police Officer”, “Gang Intelligence Officer”, and “Criminal 
Investigator”… similarities are underlined) will illustrate, the essential job 
functions of a GIO are more advanced and specialized, requiring far more skills, 
job knowledge, and experience than that required of a standard Police Officer 
and more in line with that of a Criminal Investigator, pay grade 17. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Steele, seconded by Councilmember 
Gregory, the reclassification was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Steele asked Chief Anderson to provide an update on the 
staffing level at the department and Chief Anderson responded the department 
has one open position currently. 
 
XIV Receive a report of repairs to 424 Harrison Street. 

Currier reported that City and County staff completed an external inspection of the 
house on Thursday, October 29, 2009.  The deficiencies noted included:  three 
layers of shingles on north side of roof, “u” clamp missing from meter base, window 
rot on a window on south side, no screens evident on windows, back porch roof 
needed repair and additional supports and footings.  City staff completed an internal 
inspection of the home today and found it to be in much better shape.  There were 
some minor issues pending including:  some open receptacle boxes, unattached 
wiring for baseboard heater units, a section of PVC piping was missing to hot water 
heater, toilet and bathroom fixtures need reset.  Currier noted that Mr. Weaver 
ismaking progress with his repairs but still has some work to complete.  Mayor 
Kutteh noted that since Mr. Weaver is making progress and work is getting done, he 
does not see the need to untable second reading.  Councilmember Steele inquired of 
Mr. Weaver when he estimated he could finish repairs.  Mr. Weaver indicated he 
thought he could finish by Council’s first meeting in December.  Mayor Kutteh 
instructed staff to provide an update on the house at the first meeting in December. 
 
XV Other Business 



 
Attorney Gaines reminded Council that during their preagenda meeting on 
October 30, 2009, they voted to issue a joint check to Randolph Construction and 
Anderson Electric in the amount of $73,252.41.  Since that time, Mr. Gaines says 
he is aware of potential pending litigation between these two parties as to the  
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actual amount due each party.  Gaines recommends the City not issue the joint 
check but wait until the litigation is filed and pay the amount to the Court thereby 
letting the Court disperse the money according to the settlement. 
 
Councilmember J. Johnson asked what happens if we have similar claims of this 
nature.  Attorney Gaines replied this is the only instance we have with a claim of 
lien.  Councilmember J. Johnson further inquired if we are past the deadline for 
anyone else to file such a claim to which Gaines responded that according to Mr. 
Pressley, we are.  Mayor Kutteh noted that the City is still holding roughly 
$81,000 of the contract for unfinished items and so future claims could be 
withheld from these funds so long as the claim does not exceed that amount. 
 
Councilmember Stallard, seconded by Councilmember Gregory moved to 
issue a check in the amount of $73,252.41 to the Court rather than to 
Randolph Construction and Anderson Electric.  The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Kutteh reminded citizens that tomorrow is election day and if you have not 
already done so, please remember to vote.  Again, he thanked the Statesville 
101 graduates for their interest and dedication in completing the seven week 
program. 
 
Mr. Gaines asked for a brief closed session to discuss a property acquisition 
matter. 
 
XVI Closed Session 
 
Council member Steele made a motion, seconded by Council member 
Eisele to go into closed session to discuss a land acquisition matter.  
 
Upon returning from closed session, Mayor Kutteh advised Council had 
discussed a property acquisition matter. 
 
Councilmember M. Johnson made a motion to set just compensation for 
the parcels; 2A, 4.2 acres and 2B, 6.3 acres, at $32,500 per acre and instruct 
staff to proceed with the acquisition process.  The motion was seconded 
by Councilmember Stallard and unanimously approved by Council. 
 
No additional business was brought for consideration by Council. 



 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Steele, seconded by Councilmember 
Eisele, and approved unanimously, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      _________________________ 
ATTEST:             Mayor 
 
 
 
______________________ 
  City Clerk 
 


