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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
Runway 10-28 Safety Enhancements Program

Statesville Regional Airport
Statesville, NC

I. Introduction/Background
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), this Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) announces final agency determinations and approvals for
those Federal Actions by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) that are necessary
to support the proposed developments at the Statesville Regional Airport in Statesville,
North Carolina.

This FONSI is based on information provided in the Statesville Regional Airport,
Runway 10-28 Safety Enhancements Program, Environmental Assessment, October 2017
and Statesville Regional Airport, Runway 10-28 Safety Enhancements Program
Supplemental Environmental Assessment, July 2020. However, any reference to page or
section numbers within this FONSI is specific to the Supplemental Environmental
Assessment.

II. Proposed Federal Action
The airport sponsor has requested FAA funding assistance for a proposed action with the
following components:

Grade the Runway Safety Area (RSA), which is 500 feet in width and 1,000 feet
beyond the Runway 10 approach end.
Grade and install a 200-foot wide and 450-foot long Engineered Materials
Arresting System (EMAS) beyond the Runway 28 approach end.
Remark the runway to remove displaced thresholds.
Remove airspaces obstructions (trees) to each end of the runway.
Obtain approximately 170 acres of property easements to allow for tree removal.
Obtain approximately 20 acres of property in fee simple interest to control land
use within the runway protection zones.
Close a portion of Bethlehem Road to allow for RSA construction.
Changes to instrument approach/departure procedures due to changes in runway
thresholds.

III. Purpose and Need
The FAA has defined the purpose and need for implementing the proposed action as
being necessary to enhance airport safety and to increase aircraft operational utility by
increasing usable runway length.

IV. Alternatives
Federal guidelines concerning the environmental review process require that all
reasonable and practicable alternatives that might accomplish the objectives of a
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proposed project be identified and evaluated. Such an examination ensures that
alternatives are not prematurely dismissed and may lead to consideration of alternatives

enhance environmental quality or
have a less detrimental effect. The alternatives listed below were evaluated for this
Environmental Assessment (EA).

1. No Action Alternative
2. Alternative 1 Use of another airport
3. Alternative 2a Full length RSA beyond both runway ends
4. Alternative 2b Extend Runway 10 with full RSA
5. Alternative 2c Extend and add EMAS to Runway 10
6. Alternative 2d Provide full RSA on Runway 10, add EMAS to Runway 28

(Preferred alternative)

The alternatives are described in more detail in Section 2.2 of the EA. Alternative 1 was
eliminated from consideration because it failed to meet the purpose and need. Alternative
2d was selected ahead of Alternatives 2a, 2b, and 2c, because it satisfied the purpose and
need, avoided impacts to airport operations, minimized impacts to human and natural
resources, and was determined financially feasible.

V. Environmental Impacts
The EA analyzed all relevant environmental categories based on FAA Order 5050.4B,
National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Instructions for Airport Projects

(NEPA). Those resource categories that the S has the
potential to impact are discussed below. Any mitigation measures proposed are discussed
in Section VI.

V A. Air Quality
The proposed action will result in temporary, increased emissions due to
construction activity. However, based on relative comparisons to similar, but
larger projects, the proposed action is not expected to result in significant
increases compared to the no action alternative.

V B. Biological Resources
The proposed action will impact areas with trees and brush including various
vegetative species. Limited impacts to common biotic species can be expected.
Based on the EA, the action is not expected to impact federal or state-listed
species.

V C. Farmland
The proposed action may impact up to approximately 100 acres of prime farmland
or farmland of statewide importance. However, the impacts will not exceed the
level of significance.

V D. Section 106 Resources
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Based on a historic architecture survey, a barn located west of the airport and
within the Area of Potential Effect (APE) was determined to be eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criteria A, B, and C. The
proposed action has the potential to impact the barn due to tree removal, which
could lead to viewshed effects. However, given the distance of the tree removal
area to the proposed boundary of the eligible resource, along with a visual buffer
of a public road between the resource and the tree removal area, the FAA and
State Historic Preservation Office concurred the action would result in no adverse
effect.

V E. Visual Impacts
The proposed action will result in changes to airfield lighting and tree removal
(visual buffer). The changes to airfield lighting will relocate runway threshold
lights and runway end identification lights closer to the outer boundaries of the
airport. However, there will be a substantial distance between visual receptors and
the lighting systems.

The tree removal will has the potential to impact the visual character of the
properties surrounding the airport. However, based on the EA, selective tree
removal will be used to limit effects. In addition, many properties within the
project area already have areas clear of trees and other vegetation, and as such, the
proposed action is not expected to significantly impact the visual landscape.

V F. Socioeconomics (Social Impacts/Transportation Patterns)
The proposed action includes the acquisition of fee simple property acquisition
for three residential properties. The properties would be acquired in a manner that
is consistent with the Uniform Relocation Act, and would provide residents with
replacement housing. Based on the data in the EA, there is sufficient replacement
housing within the project area.

The proposed action also includes the partial closure of Bethlehem Road. Under
the proposed action, the road would be closed southwest of the airport near the
Runway 10 approach end. A cul-de-sac would be constructed at the road
terminus. Based on the EA, the road closure would not isolate residents or
business. Nor does the road maintain a high traffic volume. Therefore, significant
impacts are not expected.

V G. Environmental Justice
The proposed action may impact environmental justice populations due to
property acquisition. Although these populations are present in the project area,
the proposed action would not result in disproportionate impacts compared to
non-environmental justice populations.

V H. Noise
The proposed action will increase the effective length of the runway which may
alter aircraft stage lengths, power/flight settings, and fuel/cargo loads as well as
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airport aircraft fleet mix. Noise modeling was completed to evaluate the potential
impacts of the proposed action compared to the no action alternative. Based on
the analysis, significance noise impacts are not anticipated.

V I. Water Resources
The proposed action is expected to impact 1.0 acre of wetlands and 673 linear feet
of jurisdictional streams. As a result, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Clean Water
Act Section 404 permit and a State Section 401 water quality certification will be
required.

V J. Cumulative Impacts
The proposed action was considered in conjunction with past actions, since 2009,
and proposed actions, planned through 2024, to determine if cumulative effects
may reach the level of significance for any of the environmental resource
categories listed in FAA Order 1050.1F. Based on the information provided in the
EA, the proposed action will not result in significant impacts when considered
with the additional impacts from past and future actions.

VI. Environmental Mitigation

The Airport Sponsor shall be responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits
or certifications as described in Section VI A. below prior to initiating construction
activities near or on the environmental resource requiring the permit. Project related
permits, certifications, and other mitigation measures required for the proposed action are
discussed below. It should be noted that best management practices (BMPs) are
considered standard operating procedure and are not considered mitigation; therefore,
they are not discussed in this section.

VI A. Permits and Certifications
The project will require the following permits or certifications:

1. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 404 Permit
2. N.C. State Water Quality 401 Certification
3. N.C. NPDES Construction Stormwater Permit NCG010000
4. N.C. Phase II Stormwater Permit

VI B. Mitigation
Without proper mitigation, the proposed action may exceed the threshold of
significance. Mitigation shall be completed for the following environmental
categories:

The proposed action will use minimization and compensation to mitigate impacts
to jurisdictional waters. The installation of a retaining wall will minimize the
extent of impacts. Compensation will be used for impacts to the wetland and
stream impacts. The proposed mitigation is to obtain stream and wetland credits
within the Yadkin Basin at an estimated cost of $630,200.
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VII. Public Involvement
The following agencies were consulted in the preparation of this EA:

U.S. Federal Aviation Administration
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Department of the Interior/Fish and Wildlife Service
N.C. Department of Administration, State Environmental Review Clearinghouse
N.C. Department of Agriculture
N.C. Department of Cultural Resources (State Historic Preservation Office)
N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources
N.C. Department of Public Safety
N.C. Department of Transportation
City of Statesville

A public notice was placed in Statesville Record & Landmark newspaper and the airport
website announcing the availability of the Draft EA, the opportunity for comment, and
the opportunity to attend in-person meeting on June 18, 2020, from 5:00 7:00 PM, or to
request participation in a virtual meeting (teleconference and/or video conference). In
addition, nine property owners that hold property within the propose property easement
and acquisition area were directly notified to participate in the public meeting.

The public meeting was attended by 86 residents, who provided 32 written comments.
The concerns raised by the attendees are specified in Section 4.2 of the EA. These
comments generally consisted of concerns associated with storm water runoff from the
airport, increased emergency response times due to partial closure of Bethlehem Road,
loss of public road access if stormwater damaged singular road access due to partial
closure of Bethlehem Road, insufficient traffic management systems (lack of turn lanes,
signalization, etc) on remaining roadway access if Bethlehem road is closed, traffic
congestion, and inadequate details on future roadway projects that may improve traffic
accessibility.

The FAA also received phone calls from two parties concerning stormwater impacts to
the Lakewood golf course, limited roadway accessibility due to partial closure of
Bethlehem Road, insufficient traffic management systems on remaining roadway access
if Bethlehem road is closed.

Sign-in sheets, the written comments, and responses to comments are provided in
Appendix F of the EA.

No request was made for a virtual meeting.
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